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and Geological Survey should have the same privileges in respect,
of counting war services, as other services, i.e., they should be
allowed to count up to 4 years* war service.
4. The principle involved in the consideration of the third
and fourth points is the same. The whole basis underlying the-
grant of concession of allowing war service to count for civil pen-
sion is that if the officer had not been in military employ he would
have joined his civil service and would have counted for civil pen*
sion the whole period of service performed in military employ,,
subsequent to the minimum age of entering the civil service con-
cerned, as defined in para 2 above. This being so, His Excellency
in Council can see no justification for making any reduction in the
number of years of war service which may be counted for pension
in the case of voluntary retirement before the completion of 25
years' service, and, a fortiori, in the case of retirement on medical
grounds* In cases where an officer with war service is forced to
retire for reasons of ill-health it is not improbable that his consti-
tution may have been undermined by his war service.
XI. Letter from the Deputy Secretary to the Government or
Madras, Finance Department, No. 320, dated the 8th
July, 1924.
I am directed to communicate the views of the Government
of Madras on the questions raised in Mr. Macleod's letter No.
85-C.S R., dated the 22nd January, 1924.
2.    This   Government  are of   opinion that the concessions
granted to members of the Police Service should, as far as possible,,
be assimilated to those accorded to members of other services and
to secure this object they consider that the proposal of the Govern-
ment of India contained in para. 2 (1) of their letter is more suit-
able than that of the Secretary of State.  They are also of opinion
that so far as the 25 years* pension is  concerned, the members of
.the Public Works   Department  and   Forest Services, with  whom
alone this Government are concerned, should be allowed the con-
cession admitted in the case of other services, of counting up to
4 years' war service,
3.    As  regards  the question  whether  any reduction from 4
years should be made in'cases where members of the Public Works
Department  (Engineers)  and   Forest   Services  retire  voluntarily
with less than 25 years' service,   I am to say   that the meaning of
para  2 (3) of Government of India's letter is rather obscure. It is
not clear  whether the term " 20  and  25 years' service "  relates
to service in the department, i.e., excluding war service,or whether
it includes also war service.   The implication of the term "20-year
pension** is not clear as the same pension is admissible for service^
ranging from 20 to 24 years.    Whatever may have been the inten-